Community Partner Service Learning Proposal
Agencies are invited to submit service learning proposals to the University of
Arkansas Service Learning Committee; faculty members who plan to
incorporate a service learning component to their courses and who are looking
to collaborate with community partners.

Agency Information
10/28/2015
Samaritan Community Center
Date:_____________
Agency Name:_____________________________________________________
Contact Information:
Name:

Bonnie Faitak
_________________________________________________________________________
1211 W. Hudson Road

Address:___________________________________________________________________________

Rogers,
AR 72756
__________________________________________________________________________
(479) 636-4198
bfaitak@samcc.org
Phone Number:____________________________
Email:__________________________________
Does your agency have 501c3 non-profit status?
If Yes, EIN Number: ________________________________________________
Yes ✔ No
Does your agency maintain liability insurance for volunteers?
Yes ✔ No

If Yes please attach a copy of your insurance information.

Is your agency willing to adhere to the University of Arkansas non-discrimination policy?
Agree ✔ Disagree

Click here to read the policy

Describe your mission and vision for the program:

The mission of the Samaritan Community Center is to be a grace-driven organization
that serves the hurting and hungry of Northwest Arkansas through a compassionate
community of staff and volunteers. Our vision is to encourage all who enter our doors to
find hope and experience life change.
Provide an overview of your programming:

SnackPacks for Kids in partnership with 130 NWA schools and early education centers,
focuses on providing weekly nutritional support to 8200 children identified by school
personnel as being at highest risk for hunger or food insecurity on the weekends and
school breaks. Additionally, the SCC provides emergency food assistance, free dental
care, case management, counseling, and school supplies.
Describe the population that you serve:

The beneficiaries of the SnackPacks for Kids program are children (ages 2-18) who are
at-risk primarily due to familial socio-economic status.
Describe how you assess your programs success:

Each year 20% of participating students are required to complete an online survey
concerning the program with the school program coordinator who also provides
additional information on each student. The nutritional content of food items placed in
SnackPacks are measured against last year's findings to track improvement based on a
clinic nutritionist's recommendations.

Project Proposal
Describe your project proposal in 500 words or less. Please include: goal of the project, how this
proposal meets the objectives of the UA service learning definition (click for link), whether the
project is time sensitive, how this project will further the mission of your agency, what you
consider a successful outcome of the project, whether the project requires a budget, and state
whether the agency has the resources for the budget required (please attach budget).

The SnackPacks for Kids project would like to study the impact of the program on the
children and families that receive the snack bags weekly. The goal of the project would
be to understand the emotional and psychological influence of the SnackPacks for Kids
program on the recipient families and children. One of the Samaritan Community
Center’s guiding principles is to serve clients with grace and dignity. It is our hope that
the children who receive SnackPacks enjoy attending school more, believe society
cares about them, feel more in control of their daily lives, and suffers less hunger
insecurity. Our long term goals for the SnackPacks for Kids program are to increase
school achievement and hopefully to help lessen the cycle of poverty within served
communities.
Critical thinking skills are a vital part of developing a survey to study the impact of this
program. Students would be able to engage with a real world feeding program aimed at
meeting long and short term needs. The short term needs of immediate nutrition are
fulfilled by the food provided in each bag, but we hope to discover if this food also
represents more to the students and their families.
This research would complement coursework related to critical analysis of program
implementation and effectiveness. Courses that focus on statistical analysis or work on
converting qualitative work into quantities data could help develop this survey. At this
time the Samaritan Community Center would greatly benefit from an in depth research
project that surveys SnackPacks for Kids students and families because these findings
could be used in grant writing to show long term outcomes of the program. Outcomes
are a critical component of grant writing and our program relies heavily on community
and corporate grants. Without a study of this kind, completed in an academic institution
the Samaritan Community Center would have to find a statistician to develop and
analyze the results of a study, which at this time the center does not have funding.
Successful completion of this project would at least consist of a statistically reliable and
academically relevant survey that could be used by the SnackPacks for Kids
Coordinator for at least two years to study the effect of the program. The project should
not require a budget.

Additional Information
Will this project require client-student interaction?
Yes ✔ No
Will students be required to have a background check?
Yes ✔ No
Will the agency be responsible for the cost of the checks?
No ✔
Yes
What is the cost of each check per student? $__________________________
Will the agency agree to a formalized partnership agreement with faculty?
Yes ✔ No
Select the particular college or course area that you are interested in creating a partnership with:
✔ Dale Bumpers College of Agriculture, Food and Life Sciences
Fay Jones School of Architecture
✔ J. William Fullbright Colllege of Arts and Sciences
✔ Sam W. Walton College of Business
✔ College of Education and Health Professions
College of Engineering

Other: _____________________________________________________
Have you participated in service learning initiatives in the past? If so, tell us about your partners, the project
and the results.

No.

Bonnie Faitak
Contact Signature:__________________________________________

10/28/2015
Date:_____________

Are you interested in developing a service learning proposal but unsure about where to begin,
schedule a consultation with Service Learning Co-director Angela Oxford by calling 479-575-8631

